CHAPTER XIX
the Tt'RKiSTAN expedition
nadir, as already related, is said to have decided, when leaving Kabul
for Delhi, that he would invade Turkistan on his return from India.
In arriving at this decision, he was actuated partly by his desire to punish
Ilbars of Khwarizm for his insolence and partly by sheer love of conquest ;
there is no evidence to show that he had already conceived the idea (which
he afterwards held) of extending his empire far to the east and north-east,
at the expense not only of the Central Asian potentates like Ilbars, Abu'l-
Faid and the Khans of Tashkend and Khojend, but also of the Chinese
Empire. If he had any such scheme in mind, he preferred to defer its
execution until he had avenged his brother's death by punishing the Lazgis
and had, in the second place, overwhelmed the Ottoman Turks. It
therefore seems that Nadir's objective in Turkistan was only a limited one
on this occasion.
As regards Ilbars, there was quite a long score to settle. Early in 1 735,
whilst Nadir was engaged in his task of expelling the Turks from Adhar-
baijan, Ilbars had sent two bodies of Yamut Turkomans to raid and pillage
the north-west of Khurasan. Though the local Kurds repulsed the
marauders with heavy loss, Nadir did not forget the incident.1 Then,
some three years later, came Ilbars's large-scale expedition against Khurasan
during the Shah's absence in India ; this expedition, as has been seen,
ended in a fiasco, but the fact that Ilbars had threatened to invade Persia —
in particular, Nadir's own province of Khurasan — was more than sufficient
to made the Shah determined to seek revenge.
There was not, on the other hand, any real cause for complaint against
Abu'1-Faid of Bukhara, who had surely been within his rights in opposing
Rida Quli and Tahmasp Khan Jalayir when they made their unauthorised
attack upon his realm. Moreover, when he had heard of the preparations
that were being made for Nadir's Turkistan campaign, he had sent a humble
message to the Shah offering to submit and drawing attention to his
ancient lineage ; he was, he said, unable to offer resistance, and trusted
that Nadir would be his guest.*
As was stated at the close of Chapter XV, Nadir reached Nadirabad
on the 4th May, 1740. During his brief stay of eight days at that place,
he instructed 'Abdu'l-Ghani Khan, the Beglarbegi of the province, to
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